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SENSITIVE EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY DTG: 31 121 IZ MAY 72 
VIA BUNKER CHANNELS 
DELIVER OPENING OF BUSINESS DAY „ 

FROM: DR. KISSINGER 
TO: AMBASSADOR BUNKER 

CITE: WHS2075 

1. YOU SHOULD CONVEY FOLLOWING TO PRESIDENT THIEU REGARDING 
SUBSTANCE OF DISCUSSIONS ON SUBJECT OF VIETNAM DURING THE COURSE 

OF MOSCOW SUMMIT. 

% 

2. THE FOCUS OF THE TALKS IN MOSCOW WAS ON BILATERAL US/USSR 

m 

ISSUES AS REFLECTED IN VARIOUS AGREEMENTS, BILATERAL PRINCIPLES 
IN THE COMMUNIQUE. INTERNATIONAL ISSUES WERE ALSO DISCUSSED 
INCLUDING VIETNAM, EUROPE AND THE MIDDLE EAST. 

3. THERE WERE EXTENDED AND SOMETIMES HEATED TALKS ON VIETNAM. 
PRESIDENT SET FORTH OUR POSITIONS ON MILITARY MEASURES AND 
NEGOTIATIONS. NORTH VIETNAMESE ACTIONS HAD LEFT US NO CHOICE BUT 
TO ACT DECISIVELY. SOVIETS MUST RECOGNIZE RESPONSIBILITY IN THIS 

AND FUTURE SITUATIONS OF EXERCISING RESTRAINT IN ARMING SMALLER 

* 

'ALLIES LEST LOCALIZED SITUATIONS GET OUT OF CONTROL. PRESIDENT 
EMPHASIZED THAT OUR PREFERRED WAY TO END THE CONFLICT WAS 
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THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS AND THAT CHOICE IS NOW UP TO HANOI WHETHER 
IT WISHED TO ENDURE FURTHER TESTS OF STRENGHTS, 

4. ON NEGOTIATIONS WE REVIEWED BOTH THE US-GVN JANUARY 25 
PEACE PLAN AND THE PRESIDENT'S MAY 8 SPEECH. THE SOVIETS 
ASKED IF THESE TWO PROPOSALS COULD BE COMBINED. WE SAID OUR 
PAST PROPOSALS INCLUDING THE JANUARY PLAN STILL STOOD BUT 
STRESSED THAT THESE ISSUES SHOULD BE DISCUSSED AT THE CONFERENCE 
TABLE BY THE OTHER SIDE IN A SERIOUS MANNER. 

5. SOVIET LEADERS TOOK PREDICTABLE LINE WITH CONSIDERABLE 
INTENSITY BUT WITHOUT MAKING DEMANDS, THEY DID NOT CONDITION 
PROGRESS IN OTHER AREAS ON VIETNAM IN ANY WAY. THEY EXPRESSED 

0 

SUPPORT FOR DR V/ PR G NEGOTIATING POSITIONS, SHARPLY CRITICIZED 
OUR BOMBING OF DRV AND PRESSED HARD FOR RETURN TO PLENARY SESSIONS 
IN PARIS. 

6. WE REJECTED ENEMY'S POLITICAL DEMANDS AS UNACCEPTABLE AND 
REAFFIRMED OUR REFUSAL TO REPLACE GVN. AS FOR PLENARIES WE 
STATED THAT WE REJECTED STALE PROPAGANDA PERFORMANCES OF THE 
PAST WHERE THEY CONSIDER THEIR OWN PROPOSALS AS THE ONLY ONES 

‘ TO BE DISCUSSED. WE SAID THAT IF THE OTHER SIDE AGREED TO DISCUSS 
OUR PROPOSALS POINT BY POINT WE WOULD CONSIDER RETURN TO PLENARIES 
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LATER IN THE MONTH. WE WILL NOW AWAIT ANY COMMUNIST RESPONSE. UNTIL 
THEN NO REPEAT NO AGREEMENT HAS BEEN REACHED CONCERNING PLENARIES 
OR PRIVATE MEETINGS. 

7. YOU MAY ASSURE THIEU THAT ANY RUMORS OF MEETINGS BETWEEN 
HIGH-LEVEL DRV OFFICIALS AND US REPRESENTATIVES ARE COMPLETELY 
WITHOUT FOUNDATION. 

8. IN SHORT WE BELIEVE TALKS WERE USEFUL IN EXCHANGING PERSONAL 
AND THOROUGH VIEWS ON THESE ISSUES. THE SOVIET LEADERS CAN BE UNDER 
NO MISAPPREHENSION ABOUT OUR DETERMINATION TO SEE THE CONFLICT 
THROUGH TO AN HONORABLE CONCLUSION. WARM REGARDS. 





